
   

July 2015 Fifty Point Yacht Club   www.fpyc.ca 2015 Issue # 7 

Scuttlebutt  Scuttlebutt  Scuttlebutt     

scutĿtleĿbutt    1 a: a cask on shipboard to contain fresh water for a day's use b: a drinking fountain on a ship or at a marine installation 

 

Welcome New Members!  
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From the Bridgeé 

Stephen Middleton, Commodore 
 

What do you call two inches of rain, gale force winds, six to ten foot1. waves, a pig and a 

band at the beach? You could call it the first full weekend of summer. You could also call it 

a total wash out. Or, if you happen to be one of about 75 Fifty-Point boaters, you can also call it a really good 

party! Only in Canada you say? More about this later. 

 

Rewind to the previous weekend, the weekend of the actual solstice. Summer officially arrived on  June 21st  

at 12:39 p.m.,  just in case you missed it. On this weekend there was another party. This time with perfect 

weather and a 100 or so FPYC members bonding around glowing charcoal, searing steak or salmon. Also at 

the beach, also with music and dancing and a truly fine time being had by all. Thanks to all who attended and 

made it such a great party and a special thanks to those who worked so hard to make it all possible.  

 

Fast forward - now it is the Sunday of the weekend following the solstice. The rain and gale weekend. For 

those who had planned to join the club cruise it was certainly a letdown as PCYC is one of our most popular 

destinations, and rightly so. And I know from experience how much effort goes into the preparation for this 

cruise, (a sincere thank you all who contributed.) However, with 35 knot winds and the aforementioned wave 

action in the forecast, cancelling was definitely the right call. Letôs face it, we all have stories to tell about 

being caught in such weather, but I havenôt heard one yet where there was a deliberate choice to venture out 

in it for a good time. And on the up side, I understand that you got to stay safe in port and console yourself 

with Gunterôs ribs! This has got to be the quintessential definition of ñcomfort foodò. 

 

So back to the stormy party - one of the great things about being at Fifty-Point is that thereôs always a choice 

of things to do. In addition to the club celebrations, there are those hosted by the marina, by dock groups and 

by individuals. Often they overlap, so if you arenôt able to take advantage of one event, thereôs usually  

another option. There are, after all, only so many weekends in a Canadian Summer, eh?   

 

This past weekend it was the 3rd annual Pirate Pig Roast. This event, the proceeds of which go to the Food 

for Families charity, is usually a full day, including scavenger hunt, dinghy poker run (with compulsory  

water fight), finishing up with a party at the beach pavilion. Unfortunately the scavenger hunt and poker run 

were toast (and soggy toast at that), but once the band is booked and the pig has made the ultimate sacrifice, 

there is no cancelling the evening event. Thanks to the tarp-crew, who created a space sheltered from the rain 

and wind, large enough for a picnic tables, BBQ, great band and, with a little care, dancing. The whole  

evening a testimony the determination of boaters to have a good time no matter what. And all in the name of 

good cause. 

 

So whatôs next? Hopefully a lot more summer! Keep your eye out for Nancyôs emails to see what the marina 

has planned and check the notice boards for other events. On the club agenda we have two very unique  

cruises coming up. The Caroleôs Point Anchor Cruise on July 11 and the cruise to Smugglerôs Cove Boat 

Club in the Niagara River on the August long weekend. Plan to participate in one or both. You wonôt be dis-

appointed.  

 

Real summer is on the way, I just know it and refuse to be put-off by the actual weather. What does it know? 

In the meantime, safe boating. See you on the water. 

 

Footnote: 

1. Thatôs 50mm of rain and 2 to 3M waves for those that donôt speak ñold-timerò.  
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Upcoming Events  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

For more upcoming events preview the calendar on our website here 

July 2015  
Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat  

   1 
 

2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 
FPYC Anchor 

Cruise 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

http://www.fpyc.ca/event-calender.html
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What You Need to Know about the Toronto Harbour Port Authority  

Operatorôs Permit... there is an alternative. 
(By Stephen Middleton) 

 

Toronto by boat is a great way to experience the city. Lots of options, all of them uniquely special. Tie up at 

Hanlanôs Point, take in the skyline view, framed all so nicely in the companionway, stroll along the beach 

(clothing optional), or take advantage of a reciprocal slip at one of the Toronto yacht clubs. You can also take a 

trip into the city by ferry or club tender, and donôt worry about the crazy traffic or exorbitant parking fees.  

Toronto by boat is the best of all possible combinations. 

 

Many occasional visitors to the harbour simply go, have a great time and come home. No troubles, but what 

about this Toronto Port Authority Operatorôs Permit? If you are somewhat confused about what is really  

required, you are not alone, and a check into the Port Authority website might not help clarify things for you.  

 

The first statement you are likely to find on the site seems straightforward enough, ñRecreational boaters  

operating a powered vessel within the Port and Harbour of Toronto must be in possession of BOTH a 

Powered Vessel Operatorôs permit and a Pleasure Craft Operator Card.ò However, if you go on to check 

the Authorityôs Practises and Procedures document, things seem less certain. Paragraph 5 states, ñNo person 

shall operate a power driven vessel in the Port and Harbour of Toronto unless in the possession of Ma-

rine Certification recognized by Transport Canada and the authority, or the holder of a valid Toronto 

Port Authority Operators Permit for Power Driven Vessels...ò  

 

Note the ñorò in the above statement. You might interpret this as a choice. Not so. A call to Michael Rehl, the 

Deputy Harbour Master helped sort things out. Interpretation of the rule hangs on the statement ñpossession of 

Marine Certification recognized by Transport Canada and the authorityò. Note the ñandò. The fact is that 

the Port Authority recognizes only one certification - that of the Port Authority. It doesnôt matter if you are a  

recreational boater, or a fully certified, ocean going captain of a commercial freighter (and you thought You 

were ticked off by the requirement...?). So how to get one? 

 

If you are a frequent visitor to Toronto, the full certificate, requiring both written and practical exams is  

required. If you choose to go this route see the port website for details. However, if you want to pop over to  

óThe Big Smokeô for the occasional visit, such as our Commodoreôs Cruise to RCYC on the September long 

weekend, there is an alternative. You can get a temporary visitors permit that is effective for 14 days. To get 

one, phone the Deputy Harbour Master 3 or 4 days ahead of your visit. Over the phone, he will explain the five 

main rules for operating your vessel in the harbour, charge you $20.00, and issue the permit. Easy! 

 

Here is the contact information: 

Michael Rehl 

Deputy Harbour Master 

416 462 1227 

http://www.portstoronto.com/TorontoPortAuthority/media/TPASiteAssets/port/yurisdiction.png
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A Group of Volunteers with the Canadian Coast Guard Auxiliary Dedicated to The Safety of Life on The Waters of South Western Lake Ontario. 

FPYC Cruise to Oakville  

Chris and Noah Pollard trying 

out the badminton courts! 

Peter and Gunter work their magic 

at the BBQ! 
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Race Report -  July 2015  

By Garry Cooke  

 

The racing around the cans on Tuesday night has been relatively successful, although a few more boats on the 

course would not hurt! The Thursday night pursuit races have not been very successful in terms of number of 

participants. It is a great opportunity for people to hone their skills and I encourage you to come out and  

participate in the fun. 

Racing News 
In the Volvo Ocean Race around the world the team SCA, the women's team, finally have come up with a leg 

win from Portugal to France. It is about time say many critics. They seem to have the ability; it is simply that 

they have made some tactical decision errors on their way around the globe. The racing is so close, that even 

the smallest error will set a boat behind, such that it may be impossible to catch up again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reasons for Not Owning a Multi-Hull 

I have always preferred to own a mono-hull vessel, primarily for the safety aspect in heavy weather, and par-

ticularly if you want to sail offshore. The mono-hull has a far greater range of stability. A mulit-hull is in fact 

more stable in the inverted position! Take a look at these pictures of the sea-trials of the new Catamaran from 

GunBoat (G4), a 40 foot Cat.  
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FPYC Cruising Update  
 
 

Club Cruises 2015 
 

We are excited to announce the following club cruises for the 2015 season. Enjoy the camaraderie of your 

fellow Fifty Point Yacht Club boaters at some of the finest clubs on Western Lake Ontario. 

 

 

July 11 & 12  Anchor Cruise at Carrollôs Point 

   A beautiful anchorage tucked away from Hamilton harbor. 

 

 

Aug 1, 2 & 3  Smugglerôs Cove, Niagara River 

At least five moorings are available for larger boats and a standby list will be created 

for any moorings that become available. 

 

 

Sep 5, 6 & 7  Royal Canadian Yacht Club, Toronto Island 

Enjoy the last cruise of the season at this beautiful and historical club. Facilities in-

clude a swimming pool and access to the Toronto Islands parkland. We are currently 

confirming the requirements for obtaining a Toronto Harbour permit and more  

information will be provided prior to the cruise. 

 

 Sign Up Today!   
 

Please sign up for cruises through the Fifty Point Yacht Club website http://www.fpyc.ca/cruises.html. This 

is a fillable form which gets sent automatically to the cruise directors.  If you are signing up for multiple 

cruises, please indicate in the notes section whether the number of people coming is the same for each 

cruise and, if you are able to volunteer for cruise captain for one of the dates.  We are looking for cruise 

captains (http://www.fpyc.ca/cruisecaptain.html) for all cruises except the Port Credit Yacht Club.  We will 

contact you by email a few weeks before the cruise date to verify your interest.  

 

 

Sue Millar & Christopher Almeida 

Cruise Directors 
 

 

 

 

http://www.fpyc.ca/cruises.html
http://www.fpyc.ca/cruisecaptain.html
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