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SCUTTLEBUTT 

scut·tle·butt    1 a: a cask on shipboard to contain fresh water for a day's use b: a drinking fountain on a ship or at a marine installation 
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Another summer, another 
boating season and a great 

time to reflect on all the  
enjoyment Fifty Point Yacht 

Club provides through 
cruises, social events,  

racing and just  
getting together. 
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Commodore 
Paul Pelletier 
ppelletier@cogeco.ca
(905) 635 1209  

Secretary 
Ken IôAnson  
kenianson@cogeco.ca 

(905) 309 1746 

Treasurer 
Vern Lowe 
velowe@hotmail.com 
(905) 335-8858 

Communications 
Paul Charles 
pcharles@lara.on.ca 

(905) 547 MAST (6278) 

Racing  
Troy Farncombe 
Troy.farncombe@gmail.com
(905) 543 6478 

Social 
John Hamilton 
copout123@sourcecable.net  

(905) 679 0606  

Membership 
Grace Nyman 
nymanfarm@xplornet.com 

(905) 627 4082 

Cruising 
Marty Tickle 
marty.tickle@ca.vesuvius.com 

(905) 945 6171 

Director at Large 
Brian Weber 
webre@cogeco.ca 

(289) 235 9577 

If you would like to volunteer in any area 
please e-mail the director and let him or her 
know.  The board is a small group and your 
participation in any way will be appreciated. 

From the Helm 
Fellow Members, 
Now that boats are out of the wa-
ter, many of us are starting to think 
of next season.  Our Board has 
already started to plan some 
events for next year and is now 
actively on a recruiting drive for 
some new Board member nomi-
nees.  Having some bright new 
faces with wonderful new ideas is what enables 
us to keep renewing our program.  Please give 
participation on your Clubôs Board some serious 
consideration and be sure to contact one of us if 
you are interested.   It is a great way to give 
something back for all the wonderful friends and 
good times we have enjoyed in the past. 
There has also been some increased concern re-
cently about security in the marina.  While security 
is not a direct responsibility of the yacht club, we 
are supportive of efforts to make improvements.  
We are encouraged by the fact that this issue is 
being taken seriously by the HCA staff and know 
that they will do their best to listen to our concerns 
and seek improvements as warranted.  
This month we will be holding our Annual General 
Meeting on Sun 21st November at 1:30pm in the 
Landing Restaurant.  Your Board will be making a 
report on the past season to you and we will be 
electing the new members of the Board for next 
year.  Please make a sincere effort to attend this 
important Club function. 
Best Wishes, 
Paul Pelletier,  Commodore - FPYC    

FPYC Executive 2010 
www.fpyc.ca 
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We get Letters... 
Dear Paul, 
 
I have read the proposed changes to the Fifty Point YC consti-
tution and agree with all of them.  Iôll be away at the time of the 
AGM so wonôt be able to vote to approve these changes in per-
son. 
You are doing a splendid job keeping us up-to-date on the 
clubôs activities.  E-mail is the only way to go. 
 
Robin Roberts - Rob Roy C-5 

Paying It Back, With Interest 
by Ken I'Anson 

Why do people volunteer? Itôs an often asked question with many unique answers.  Hereôs 
mine. 
Iôm finishing up my term as your club Secretary. Iôve held a few  different positions on the Club 
Board and my reasons for volunteering for my first term are easy.  My wife Cindy, daughter 
Sophie and I joined FPYC not knowing much about boating and not knowing a soul at the ma-
rina.  We were warmly welcomed into the club and quickly participated in club cruises and so-
cial events.  We thoroughly enjoyed the club from the very beginning. 

After a few years, the club was looking for new board members, I stood for election and was elected to the 
FPYC Board of Directors.  I volunteered because I felt a sense of duty.  I wanted to pay back the club for the 
enjoyment my family and I had right from the beginning. 
Over the years Cindy, Sophie and I have attended many Spring Splashes, BBQôs, cruises and Commodoreôs 
Balls.  One year Sophie was my date as Cindy couldnôt attend the Ball.  Sophie always loved dancing with the 
ñLadiesò (several husbands also were glad to get off the hook for a few dances as well).   I have fond early 
memories of Sophieôs and my trying to make decorations for the Pig Roast Luau.  Our palm trees were made 
from painted cardboard sono tubes with dollar store ferns to look like palms and tennis balls painted brown to 
look like coconuts.  It was great fun and if you had a really, really good sense of imagination, those tubes and 
tennis balls could pass for palm trees.   
I first served the club as a Social Director working with Anna Diaz, then Kathy Belanger.  Iôve served under 
three Commodores, the ever ñPersistentò Lori Raudnask, the ñtake no prisoners, getôer doneò Betty Lou 
Munro and now our visionary, Paul Pelletier.  Throughout my service, Iôve been paying back my club enjoy-
ment é.with interest, and I refer to both meanings of the word. 
Over the years, from our shaky cruising start, Cindy and I became better sailors and we tried club racing.  For 
the first few years we enjoyed a great view of the races, from the back of the pack!  Now, after several sea-
sons, we are proud to have represented FPYC at several regattas in New York and Western Lake Ontario.  
One of my proudest Club moments has been to work with Troy Farncombe and Mike Van derVaart, planning 
and putting on the recent Peaches ôn PHRF Regatta. 
As this terms ends, I know that Iôll be back to serve the club in the future.  I can truly say that my time on the 
club board as been both fulfilling and rewarding.  Iôve met, served, and worked with some very dedicated 
members.  In so many ways, Iôve been paid back, with interest! 
So now itôs your turn.  Iôm certain youôve enjoyed the benefits of membership to our club with social activities 
at and around our home port and while away, flying our burgee, cruising the lake.  These benefits and good 
times are brought to you by your club executive, the Board of  Directors!  There are Board positions available 
for the 2011 Season.  Isnôt time you paid back the Clubé..with interest? 
My sincerest thanks for allowing me to serve you. 
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Where  is that slip? 
Dave and Bev Talbot, aboard Firestar, have cruised Lake Ontario for many years and have visited 
most of the ports around the lake.  Like many of us they found that sometimes the instructions and 
the signage to their allocated slip was a little sketchy and, with the difficulty backing out a channel 
once you discover that your slip is on the other side, they decided to make things easier and safer for 
themselves. 
They started asking for, and collecting, maps and layouts of the marinas showing, if possible, the 
numbering system of all the slips.  These maps are carefully 
inserted in their Ports book and so they are always at hand for 
that extra help when you head into a club. 
Dave talked to us about his system and then offered to scan 
the layouts he has in order to share them with you. 
Over the next 
few months 
we will feature 
these layouts 
and we 
strongly sug-
gest you print 
the page and 
add it to your 
Ports book 
too. 
This month we 
have Cathe-
dral Bluffs, 
one of FPYCôs 
favourite 
cruising desti-
nations.  This 
plan may look 
a little rough 
but it includes 
key informa-
tion as to the 
lettering of the 
docks and 
how each slip 
is numbered.  
Also be pre-
pared at Ca-
thedral Bluffs 
for tying up 
through a ring, 
not a cleat.  
(See page 16) 
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www.davidlatchford.com  

Catch the Bow 
Paul Charles 

In July we sailed in to Port Whitby Marina and enjoyed a wonderful stay there.  Shortly after we were settled 
in our slip, I caught sight of a 34 foot sailboat coming down the channel eying the spot next to us.  He slowed 
sufficiently for me to decide he was to be our neighbour so I went ashore to help him land.  It soon became 
clear that he had about 12 feet of beam for a slip that was barely over that.  But it was a clear day with light 
winds so it wouldnôt be a problem for him to tie up successfully. 
As I stood watching him approach another man appeared also with the intention to help and he stepped 
ahead of me down the walkway and called for the crew aboard to throw him a line.  The line was thrown and, 
all of a sudden, things started to go wrong.  The stern of the boat swung wildly causing Katharine to jump 
quickly up in our cockpit to fend him off.  That done successfully the skipper was then close enough to jump 
ashore and tie the stern.  By then the bow had also been secured. 
Once the boat had been settled in with sail cover and the like the skipper came over to me and apologized 
for just about taking out the side of our boat.  He said he was new to sailing and had been pleased with his 
approach to the small space until suddenly he lost control and the stern took off sideways. 
I thanked him for his concern and assured him that any landing without damage is a good landing and that, in 
fact, he had done nothing wrong.  The other ñhelperò had grabbed the bowline with such force and determi-
nation that he had pulled the bow in adjacent to the dock thereby causing the sudden turn of the stern.  
The lesson here is that you shouldnôt throw a line ashore without instructions and a person ñhelpingò on shore 
doesnôt instantly become skipper of your boat by dint of simply being there.  We learned years ago that the 
safest thing all around is to ask the person on shore to ñCatch the bowò.  This provides you with a stop at the 
end of the slip, a job for the helper to do and it leaves the decisions as to tying up to you. 

http://www.davidlatchford.com/
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The Racing Year in Review 
Troy Farncombe 

Racing Director 
 

The racing season for 2010 has come and gone and many exciting things took place 
this year.  For the first time, the racing season was divided into a Spring Series and 
a Summer Series, with 8 races scheduled for each series.  As well, the fleets were 

divided more along the lines of conventional racing with a whitesail fleet (non-flying sails, NFS) and 
a spinnaker fleet (flying sails, FS).   
The season kicked off on May 26 with high hopes and great wind for our warm-up race. These high 
hopes soon turned to despair in coming weeks when inconsistent winds and rain cancelled too 
many races in the first half of the season.  Nevertheless, we did get in enough races to declare win-
ners in each fleet.  The weather in the second half of the season was much more consistent, how-
ever, travel and vacations for many racers limited the number of participants out each week.   
The highlight for me (and many other FPYC members, I suspect) in late August was the Peaches ón 
PHRF Regatta.  This was the first time in many years that FPYC has hosted this regatta.  We had 
20 boats from around the lake participate in the racing with a great steak BBQ and dance afterwards 
in the Winona Pavilion.  A number of FPYC volunteers stepped forth to help put on this event and 
we are truly grateful to all those who helped make this event a great success.  We have heard noth-
ing but great things from the racers from other clubs who took part and they are all eager to repeat 
this event next year.  Photos of the exciting racing action is available online at 
www.peachesnphrf.ca/Gallery.html. 
Of course, FPYC racers also represented our club very well at other regattas on the lake. Both Mike 
Vandarvaart and crew aboard Ragtime and David Goede and crew aboard Pardon Moi each won 
their Division at the Lake Ontario 300.  Ken and Cindy IôAnson on Uncorked picked up a 3rd place at 
the Youngstown, NY Levels Regatta, while Randy and Sue St. Jacques continued their racing ways 
by winning overall at Bronte Rocks. Congratulations to all the racers this year and letôs continue the 
successes next year. 


