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Meet Your Board  
Darlene Mantel, our Social Director 

From the Helm  
Paul Pelletier, Commodore 

By now, most of the boats are back in the water and 
we have celebrated with our Spring Splash event.  
The next event on the horizon for the Club is the 
Blessing of the Boats and the Sailpast Ceremonies.  
The history of these traditional events goes back for 
many years and the events are carried on  by most 
Yacht Clubs today.  Mark May 30th on your calendar 
now and watch for a detailed schedule to be posted 
on our web site www.fpyc.ca and at the marina.  The 
blessing of the boats will take place early in the after-
noon followed by the Sailpast mid afternoon and a 
barbecue at the dinner hour.  And remember, thanks 
to a generous donation from the Fifty Point Marina, 
there is no charge for club members at this event! 
 

I would also like to remind all members of the impor-
tant contribution to the Club that they can make by 
volunteering to do a tour of duty as the Officer of the 
Day this season.  This duty is no more demanding 
than being a cordial host and welcoming our recipro-
cal visitors to Fifty Point and perhaps helping them to 
get safely to their slip.  Itôs a great way to get more 
involved with the Club and to meet some of our Yacht 
Club visitors.  Your support is critical to the success of 
this program.  I would encourage everyone to take 
advantage of all the experiences that your Club mem-
bership has to offer ï itôs a great feeling to be part of 
something good! 
 

We have good news in two other areas;  the Landing 
Restaurant will be offering members a discount on 
regular menu items (bring your membership card) and  
our webcam is up and running at www.fpyc.ca. 
 

See you on the water and boat safely. 

My husband Carl and I have been members of FPYC 
since 2005.  Prior to purchasing our first boat in 2004, 
we were campers and spent our summers at Killbear 
Provincial Park. 
How did we transform from campers to boaters?  We 
owe it all to our good friends Rob and Grace Nyman on 
Evergreen.  In the summer of 2003, Rob and Grace in-
vited us out to Fifty Point for a cruise on their recently 
purchased Sea Ray.  Carl and I love the water, so we 
packed our cooler and made our way to Grimsby.  Rob 
and Grace took us for a little cruise and then threw out 
anchor at Grimsby beach.  We spent a wonderful 
sunny, calm afternoon on the swim platform.  After a 
glass of wine (or two?), I was having such a great time 
that I was offering cash as well as my beloved Mustang 
as a trade for Evergreen (can you believe it, I was 
turned down?). 
Life went on as normal until January 2004.  Rob and 
Grace invited us to go with them to the Boat Show.  We 
went on board a few boats and I casually mentioned to 
Carl on the way home that perhaps we could start think-
ing about purchasing a boat.  That was all the 
ñpermissionò he needed and I found myself on the cold-
est day in January climbing aboard a 25 foot Crownline.  
Soon after Carl made an offer and on January 28th, 
2004 we were the proud owners of Fiasco, which was 
quickly changed to Feathers First.  The camper went up 
for sale that summer. 
We spent two wonderful summers on the Crownline and 
soon realized that it was a bit too small for us and be-
gan our footitis shopping.  In May 2006 we found our 
current boat, a 27 foot Doral Prestancia.  Of course we 
had to keep the name Feathers First. (Youôve read that 
article!) 
Our boating adventures have taken us to some very 
interesting places including the Rideau Canal (twice), 
the St. Lawrence Seaway, Georgian Bay (also twice) as 
far up as the French River and, of course, numerous 
trips to Toronto and other locales on Lake Ontario. 
We thoroughly enjoy boating out of Fifty Point and hope 
to keep boating for many more years.  And yes, footitis 
is once again coming up in our conversations. 

Our new webcam is shown in this photo.  Can you 
see it?  Thanks to Dave Goede and Rob Howe for 
all their efforts to bring us this great way to see the 
lake from home. 

http://www.fpyc.ca
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Racing 
Dennis Angle 

Crew 
This is another column aimed at the our members who have 
never raced before.  
The idea of hopping on your boat and approaching an imagi-
nary line in the water at a precise moment with 10 other 
boats can be a daunting thought.   
Racing is one form of boating that you can ease into gradu-
ally by crewing on a boat.  I was there a long time ago.  The 
club I started racing with was not very inviting and helpful but 
I wanted to try it.  I started crewing for a skipper on a Tanzer 
26.  We had lots of fun and gradually got the hang of it.   
Well, what's my point?  Just this.  Come out and crew on a 
boat.  We race every Wednesday evening and everyone who 
comes out gets on a boat.  Come to the D Dock shelter be-
fore 6 P.M.  Bring non marking shoes, hat, lifejacket, sun-
glasses and maybe a camera.  
Once you are on the boat don't be afraid to ask the skipper 
for the basics.  Where do I sit?  What do I do?  How can I 
help?  
A few do's and don'ts... 
Do: 
arrive early, 
use the washroom before heading out, 
wear the proper footwear and shirt/jacket as required, 
ask if you don't know, what can I do? where do I sit? 
let the skipper know your experience and your confort level 
 Don't: 
don't fiddle around with sunglasses, sunblock and your cell 
phone, things can get busy and you need to be ready. 
don't take up a lot of space, know where to sit, 
don't be picky with the boat and crew you go with, it's all fun, 
don't have an appointment after racing, you don't know how 
long it will take. 
 
Our May events, 
May 13th - last pub night - rules night at the Judge and Jester 
May 20th - first Wednesday night race, 
May 22nd - first Women's race, 
See Page 4 for our complete calendar. 

Les Armstrong captured this photo on board the U.S. 
battleship North Carolina which is on display in Wil-
mington. 
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   June     

  1 2 3 

3rd Race Night  

4 5 

Womenõs Race 1 

6 

7 8 9 10  

4th Race Night  

11  12 13 

Oakville Cruise  

14  

Oakville Cruise  

15 16 17 

5th Race Night  

18  19 20 

21 22 23 24 

6th Race Night  

25  26 

Womenõs Race 2 

27 

Mimico Cruise  

28 

Race to Spider  

Mimico Cruise  

29 30         

July  

      
1 

7th Race Night  
2 3 4 

5 6 7 
8 

8th Race Night  
9 10  

11 

Hamilton Cruise  

12 

Hamilton Cruise  
13 14 

15 

9th Race Night  
16  

17 

Womenõs Race 3 
18 

19 20 21 
22 

10th Race Night  
23  24 25 

26 

Race to Spider  
27  28 

29 

11th Race Night  
30  31   

August  

            
1 

Port Credit Cruise  

2 

Port Credit Cruise  

3 

Port Credit Cruise  
4 

5 

12th Race Night  
6 

7 

Womenõs Race 4 
8 

9 10 11 
12 

13th Race Night  
13  14 15 

16 17 18 
19 

14th Race Night  
20  21 22 

23 

Race to Spider  
24  25 

26 

15th Race Night  
27  

28 

Womenõs Race 5 

29 

Etobicoke Cruise  

30 

Etobicoke Cruise  
31           

 

September  

    1 
2 

16th Race Night  
3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10  11 12 

13 

Wrap - up Race 
14 15 16 17  18 19 

20 21 22 23 24  25 
26 

Commodoreõs Ball 

27 28 29 30       

Itôs not too late to start racing!  Show up on Wednesday night at 5:30. Crew or sail your own boat. 

Print this page and stick it on the fridge, now, not later, now!  Youôll be happy you didnôt miss anything. 

A couple of good cruises coming up.  Call Marty or Peter and see if there is still room for you. 

The single commandment of anchoring is ñThou shalt create scope.ò  -  Reese Palley 
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Officer of the Day  
The Officer of the Day (OOD) program was 
initiated last season in response to mem-
ber input.  You expressed an interest in 
showing the same type of warm hospitality 
to our visitors that we receive at other 
Clubs.   At the ó08 AGM we decided that 
the OOD was a successful venture and 
that it should be continued.  Establishing 
and maintaining such a program involves 
consistent member support and can have 
multiple benefits. 
Volunteering as OOD helps to familiarize 
our members with some of the operations 
of our Club and the Marina, and can lead 
to a better appreciation of the many posi-
tive attributes of Fifty Point. The OOD pro-
vides our visitors the opportunity to receive 
assistance from a friendly Club member 
who will have the time and the knowledge 
to help. This is especially important during 
peak season when the marina staff are 
frequently heavily tasked with fuelling and 
other marina requirements.   Also the co-
operative interaction between the Club 
members and the Marina staff will  have 
positive  team building value for us all. 
Our OOD program for this season will start 
on Friday 5th of June.  As we did last year, 
we will have an OOD on-duty from 4-8pm 
on Friday and 10am -8pm on Saturday 
(and Sunday of a long weekend).  There is 
no requirement to be on duty for an entire 
weekend, you can volunteer for the dates 
that  interest you.  The Terms of Reference 
for the OOD can be found on our webpage 
and are also contained in the OOD Duty 
Book that will be available in the fuel dock 
office. Les Armstrong will be our OOD co-
ordinator for the ô09 season      Contd. belowé 

Scuttlebutt 

  and is now building the duty roster for this season for 
posting on the webpage and in the OOD Duty book. 
All members should reflect upon the benefits that we fre-
quently receive from our reciprocals with other Clubs and 
give serious consideration to volunteering for a tour of 
duty as FPYC OOD.  Itôs a great way to learn more about 
your Club and to meet and greet some of our visitors from 
afar. 
To volunteer for OOD this season please contact: 
 Les Armstrong,  
Sagittarius,  E-24, email: sailing@cogeco.ca 

mailto:sailing@cogeco.ca
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Social Report  
Darlene Mantel  

Spring Splash 2009 was a great success with 
89 members and guests in attendance.  Many 
thanks to everyone who helped out with the set 
up and clean up, the executive and their 
spouses, the social committee and the many 
friends who stayed until the end.  You all made 
my job much easier. 
 

Many thanks to everyone who donated door 
prizes for Spring Splash, Rob and Grace Ny-
man, Dean and Karyn Maddeaux, Joe and 
Mary Lindo, Ron and Donna Matys, Barb and 
the Hamilton Conservation Authority and The 
Landing Restaurant. 
 

Donôt forget May 30th is Sailpast.  Look for the 
schedule to be posted in the washrooms.  Letôs 
hope for a rain free day so that we can have a 
great Sailpast ceremony and a fun evening for 
the BBQ. 
 

Mark your calendar for our Beach Party on 
July 4th, I will provide more details as they 
are finalized in future publications of the 
Scuttlebutt as well on the web site. 

 

The Commodore presents 
$213.00 made from a 50/50 

draw as a donation to GAMRU  

Spring Splash  
2009  

Donna, Karyn and Grace attended in 
ñuniformò! 

Dave & Bev Talbot boogie! 

Everyone enjoyed the food! 

Peter & Brenda Collins sure know 
the steps! 

Some people always have 

to  go formal! 


