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Rob, my husband of 25 years, and I have three beautiful 
daughters, one son-in-law, and one cute little grand-
daughter. 
While not at the marina, Rob and I are busy running our 
own industrial contracting business, while I also work part 
time for a greenhouse. 
Boating began for us around 10 years ago.  The love for 
the water came one summer in a rental houseboat with 
another family which also includes three daughters.  
Imagine a 40ô houseboat travelling along the Rideau Ca-
nal with 6 little girls under the age of 16 and four busy 
adults !.....Best holiday ever !! 
The next thing we knew, we were selling our snowmo-
biles for a 24ô Doral Phazar known as ñHot & Both-
eredò  (the name came with the boat !)  Robôs ñneed for 
speedò (& mine) was definitely fulfilled in this little power 
boat.  For three years we travelled many waterways in-
cluding the Trent Canal, Rideau Canal, Thousand Islands 
and all over lake Ontario. 
Soon though, we decided to trade óspeedô for ócomfortô, 
which is when óEvergreenô came to us. 

Choosing Fifty Point Marina to be óEvergreenôs new home 
was an easy one.  We are now coming into our 6th sea-
son at Fifty Point.  We have met many great friends with 
whom we have made many great memories. 
Being on the executive has been a memorable experi-
ence.  As a membership director for 2 years I have come 
to know many more people at our Marina. 
Rob and I wish everyone a great boating season!  
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Meet Your Board  
Grace Nyman, Membership Director  
This month we continue our series introducing our 
FPYC board members to you.  This month meet Grace 
Nyman. 

A Little 
History  

Most of us good mem-
bers of Fifty Point Yacht 
club know that Paul 
Pelletier is our Commo-
dore and that Betty Lou 
Munro held that position 
before Paul took over 
last fall.  A few members 
can tell you that Lori 
Raudnask preceded 
Betty Lou and the odd 
one can go back many 
years in our club history. 
But did you know that we 
have had Seventeen 
Commodores starting 
with Ron Cruise in 1984? 
Well, I didnôt either and 
when I asked I was re-
ferred to the Landing 
Restaurant where the 
commemorative rudder 
listing all past Commo-
dores is hung on the 
wall.   
 
For your information 
here is the lineup: 
 
 Ron Cruise  1984 
 Dave Hambleton 1985 
 Jim Thurston  1986 - 1987 
 Steve Cramer  1987 - 1988 
 Peter Collins  1988 - 1989 
 Giles Beaudoin 1990 - 1991 
 Nick Ehlert  1992 
 Ron Taylor  1993 - 1994 
 Ruth Van Horne 1995 
 Ron Taylor  1996 - 1997 
 Bob OôConnor  1998 
 Michelle Grant  1999 
 Glen Bochek  2000 - 2001 
 Sterling Lintott  2002 - 2003 
 Lori Raudnask  2004 - 2005 
 Betty Lou Munro 2006 - 2008 
 Paul Pelletier  2009 

The ñRudderò on the 
south wall of The Landing 
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Sailpast  
2009  

Charlie Kyle did a great job 
piping for the Commodore as 
he reviewed the fleet at dock 

Burgers, salad and ice cream were served 
thanks to a generous donation from The 

Hamilton Conservation Authority 

Boats in all their splendor! 

Let the party begin! 

The Lanc checks out Sailpast 

Flags, flags, flags! 

Close Friends... 
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Racing 
Dennis Angle 

Racing has started with a bang this year, lots of boats, 
lots of people and of course lots of real good times.  But 
let me write about something else this month.  Seaman-

ship and practicing.  Seapersonship? Hmmm... 

Sailpast just gave us a chance to follow a course, sail 
or power past some marks and coordinate ourselves on 
a radio channel.  It worked well.  Some boaters who 
sail, or motor to Toronto occasionally never get the 
chance to practice some of the serious boating ñeventsò 
that we encounter from time to time.  It was fun, and it 

was good practice. 

When racing we try to anchor a marker perpendicular to 
another boat.  This forms the start line perpendicular to 
the wind.  This isnôt easy.  In fact itôs not perfect every 
Wednesday, which adds a good challenge to the start 
and finish of the race.  We try to time our running start 
to cross the line just after the horn sounds.  Itôs not 
easy.  Ask anyone who tries.  We hope to get a little bit 
better every week.  But itôs good practice.  Remember 
this the next time you are sailing to catch the 2:30 Bur-

lington Bridge lift. 

 Perhaps the best example of good practice is setting 
the marks.  Each week two of the boats drop and then 
pick up the floating marks.  Just for fun, (actually itôs not 
really fun) we usually try to do it under sail.  This shows 
the crew how easily the skipper could sail back to pick 
up a crew member overboard.   When you take a 
course you usually throw out a fender and then sail 
back to retrieve it.  That is easy.  No one I know floats 

as light and as high as a fender.  

 The next time you want to practice a person overboard, 
take an old hockey bag and fill it with 200 pounds of 
firewood.  Now try to spot the bag in some waves, and 
try to get it back on board.   Iôve tried it and I failed.  
Then I put a snap shackle on the bottom of the main 

sheet.   

Thatôs my thoughts for this month, see you on the wa-

ter! 

What now?  
Itôs still early in the season and you have managed to 
scoop a half day from work so you head off to the ma-
rina.  Itôs cool so thereôs nobody else around but thatôs 
OK because you want to get some maintenance work 
done without interruption from your friendly dock 
mates. 
Things are going well until you reach a little too far and 
suddenly find yourself ñin the drinkò.  After the shock of 
hitting the water subsides the next feeling is embar-
rassment - you know quite a few people who will get a 
laugh out of this! 
Then suddenly you realize that the water is bloody cold 
and you had better get out while you can.  But how?  
The docks are high (you could have managed them 20 
years ago) and the swim ladders are all secured in 
place.  Can you make it to the swim platform on that 
power boat across the way? 
And then you see the marina staffer running down the 
dock realizing you arenôt just another carp rolling in 
some ecstatical mating ritual.  You are saved and can 
go back to being embarrassed. 

...continued below 

So, what now?  What can each of us do to lessen the 
chance of a more ominous outcome to our story?  
Most of us have swim platforms or ladders.  If you 
have a swim platform make sure you have a ladder 
that is easily folded down from the water.  Without that 
ñleg upò a person suffering from hypothermia might not 
be able to get onto the platform.  And if you have a 
swim ladder on your sailboat undo the pins from the 
railing and tie it in place with a slip knot allowing the 
free end to dangle near the water so that a person in 
the water could pull it and release it for access.  
Simple steps that could save a life. 

Officer of the Day  
Volunteers have been coming forward but we still need 
coverage for 17 days over the summer. 
Please e-mail Les Armstrong for your choices.  Re-
member, just one day WILL make a difference.  Once 
youôve tried youôll be back for more! 

sailing@cogeco.ca 
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Social Report  
Darlene Mantel  

Well, Sailpast has come and gone and all report it was a great success.  Thanks very much to all the members 
who helped out and especially to the barbecue cooks, Rob Nyman, Dean Maddeaux, Sean Donnelly, Dave 

Chateauvert and Carl Mantel.  It was great to see such a wonderful turnout to our first ñon the waterò event. 

 But mark your calendar now for the next big FPYC social event!  The Beach Party will be happening on July 

4th at, you guessed it, the Beach Pavilion!  It will be a "cook your own" steak dinner (dessert included) and to 
help out with the green initiative, bring your own plates and cutlery.  Cost is only $15.00 for members and their 
guests and $20.00 for marina non-members.  We will have music if you feel like dancing the night away.  It all 
starts at 5:30 pm on July 4th, tickets will be available from your executive and social committee the weekend of 

June 13th. 

Commodoreõs Ball 
Put it on your calendar 
now! 

September 26th 
New Location 
New Concept 
Fantastic Menu 
Same Low Price 
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As always our friends from GAMRU, TOWARF, HBRU and CCG were on hand 
to show their support at Sailpast.   


