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SCUTTLEBUTT 

scut·tle·butt    1 a: a cask on shipboard to contain fresh water for a day's use b: a drinking fountain on a ship or at a marine installation 

Fifty Point Yacht Club Elects 
New Board of Directors! 

On November 21st the FPYC Annual General Meeting was held at the Landing Restau-
rant at Fifty Point.  The turnout was good, the treats were great and the information 
flowed.  Throughout this issue you will see reports from the meeting but letôs get to the 
big news! 
Our new Commodore will be Brian Weber who, with his wife Ruby, enjoys their boat 

ñWhereôs Teddyò on F Dock.  Brian has been an active board member for the past two 
years and has spent many hours on everything from social events to updates of the con-
stitution.  We welcome Brian to the position and know that he will do well. 
Another new member and the only one in a new position is Paul Pelletier, our Past 

Commodore.  This position is a one year appointed position and will undoubtedly assist 
in the transition from one board to another. 
Welcome also to Christine Nixon who, with her husband Doug, has ñMist Approachò on 
F Dock along with Gary Vandervelde who resides on D Dock with his wife Bev. 
Joan Kraynick will be joining the board and you can see Joan and her husband aboard 
ñSummer Toyò on D Dock.  Finally, welcome back to Nick Ehlert who sails ñMaidenredò 

from B Dock with his wife 
Marie.  We welcome Nick back 
as he has been on the board 
before, even as Commodore in 
1992.  
Returning to the board this year 
will be Vern Lowe, Treasurer; 
Paul Charles, Communica-
tions; Marty Tickle, Cruising; 
and Troy Farncombe, Racing. 

We have another great team 
for another great season of 
boating so get out and enjoy 
your club and make the team 
effort worth it for all of us. 
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Commodore 
Paul Pelletier 
ppelletier@cogeco.ca
(905) 635 1209  

Secretary 
Ken IôAnson  
kenianson@cogeco.ca 

(905) 309 1746 

Treasurer 
Vern Lowe 
velowe@hotmail.com 
(905) 335-8858 

Communications 
Paul Charles 
pcharles@lara.on.ca 

(905) 547 MAST (6278) 

Racing  
Troy Farncombe 
Troy.farncombe@gmail.com
(905) 543 6478 

Social 
John Hamilton 
copout123@sourcecable.net  

(905) 679 0606  

Membership 
Grace Nyman 
nymanfarm@xplornet.com 

(905) 627 4082 

Cruising 
Marty Tickle 
marty.tickle@ca.vesuvius.com 

(905) 945 6171 

Director at Large 
Brian Weber 
webre@cogeco.ca 

(289) 235 9577 

If you would like to volunteer in any area 
please e-mail the director and let him or her 
know.  The board is a small group and your 
participation in any way will be appreciated. 

From the Helm 
Seasons Greetings fellow Club members, 

 
This will be my last article in 
my term as your Commo-
dore.  I would like to thank 
all the members of our 
Board for their support and 
cooperation during my ten-
ure.  To those "retiring" from 
the Board this year, Ken 
I'Anson, Grace Nyman and, 
John Hamilton, I extend our 
sincere appreciation for your 

dedicated service to the Club. We are also very 
fortunate to have Christine Nixon, Joan Kraynick, 
Gary Vandervelde and, Nick Ehlert coming on-
board as talented new Executive crew members. 
It is also great news for us to have a person of 
Brian Weber's calibre taking over the helm as our 
Commodore.  Brian has an impressive manage-
ment background and I am sure that both he and 
Ruby will be excellent ambassadors for the Club.  
I am confident that the Board and the membership 
will support him on his watch at our helm. 
Serving as your Commodore these past two years 
has been a great honour for me.   This Board has 
worked well together as a team to deliver an ex-
cellent set of valuable services and enjoyable ac-
tivities for your benefit.  You have many good rea-
sons to be as proud of them as I am. 
Best Wishes for the Holidays from us all, 
Paul Pelletier 
Commodore-FPYC 

FPYC Executive 2010 
www.fpyc.ca 
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We get Letters... 
Our guardian angels thank us... 
Hi Paul 
Thanks very much to you for allowing GAMRU the opportunity to publish in the newsletter.   We'll 
look forward to continuing in 2011. 
All the members of GAMRU wish you and yours a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 
 John McInally, Communications Officer 
GAMRU 

------------------------------------------------------- 
 

A Challenge from a volunteer... 
Hi Paul, 
I noticed at the AGM (was that a record for the longest ever by the way?) that nobody stepped for-
ward for the Social Director position.  Now....don't get excited....I am not stepping up for that either 
but I will do this: 
I will volunteer to organize and coordinate the Commodore's Ball this year. 
Brian Somers of Zephyr (my boat neighbour at C31) has offered to help me.  I am also issuing a 
CHALLENGE to other members to team up with a friend to organize other events.  I suggest that 
you post this challenge prominently in the Scuttlebutt and hopefully this will generate other volun-
teers.   
Regards, Karyn Maddeaux 

------------------------------------------------------- 
A different request... 
Good morning Paul, 
We regularly visit Fifty Point and consider it be one of our favourite stops. Our slip is in Oakville. 
We just purchased a 27 foot Larson (power boat) and it is in storage at Port Lambton. It has no 
trailer. I thought trailers were a dime a dozen but have discovered that trailers are scarce. I was 
hoping to find a trailer to buy or "rent' for a few weeks in April. I had hoped to pick up the boat, leave 
it on the trailer for a few weeks while we change some interior components and then place it back 
into the water. Once in the water I do not think we'll need the trailer again. 
Do any of your slip owners have a trailer for sale or one that they might rent for 30 days in April 
2011?  
Thanks, 
George Kloet  gkloet@trebnet.com   416-845-8156 

------------------------------------------------------- 
Support for the amendments... 
Hi Paul 
I wanted to let you know  that Dave and I will not be able to attend 
the annual meeting since we will be away . We have no problem with 
the changes to the constitution that will be voted on at the meeting. I 
will touch base with someone when we return to find out the meeting 
went. We also wanted to tell you what a great job you have been do-
ing in keeping us informed about activities at the club and writing the 
newsletter.   
Good luck with the meeting, 
Dave & Dianne MacLean 
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The FPYC Annual General Meeting 
Just the Facts 

On November 21st the Annual General Meeting for FPYC was held at The Landing.  Commodore 
Paul Pelletier chaired the meeting and the various Directors gave their reports.  The following sum-
marizes the reports of the day. 
 

Membership:   Grace Nyman 

* Total # of memberships ï 133 
* 120 were full memberships ï 44 power & 76 sail 
* 13 were social memberships 
* 29 memberships were new ï 12 power, 14 sail & 3 social 
* Revenue up with more new memberships  supported by regalia sales 
* Regalia Revenue - $2,158.58 
 

Cruising:  Marty Tickle 
* Cruises included Oakville, Royal Hamilton, Cathedral Bluffs Lakeshore and Mimico 
* Weather interfered with plans to Oakville and Mimico 
* Total cost of cruising $2,522.20 
* Reviewed survey results 
* Looking for Cruise Captains for 2011 
 

Racing:  Troy Farncombe 
* Season is Late May ï Mid September. 
* White sail and spinnaker fleets 
* Monthly distance races to CCIW spider 
* After Race BBQ Social for $5. 
* Peaches ón PHRF Regatta held August 28 

with 20 boats  
* Regatta Budget of ~$3300 + prizes (Overall 

profit of $164) 
* Volunteerism helped in big way ï Big 

THANKS to everyone who came out to help 
* Pub Nights ñoff seasonò are open to all boat-

ers, slide show and social 
* RC Sailboats ï on the trout pond 
* Costs for year - ~$600.00 includes awards 

and PHRF fees. 
 

Social: John Hamilton 
* 2010 had 6 major events 
* New event for 2010 ï McMaster University 

Planetarium Visit ï 34 attendees ï club made 
$70.00 

* Need event organizers and member volun-
teers for 2011 

* Social Events break even over the year 
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The FPYC Annual General Meeting 
the Rest of the Facts 

Communications: Paul Charles 
* Scuttlebutt   
* monthly with 25 hard copies, 
* 20 pages, up from 12 last year 
* 12 advertisers, up from 10 last year 
* Net profit - $600.00 
* FPYC.CA website 
*  Looking for help 
* Cost - $125.00 
* WebCam 
* linked, realtime, popular with visitors and members, HCA funded 
* Photo Contest 
* 3rd annual with many entries 
* Prizes for 1st, 2nd & 3rd places 
* Winners will be on display at the 50 pt Snack Bar 
* Sponsored by Harbour Yachts 
* Cost - $172.00 
 
Reciprocals: Brian Weber 

* Attempted to estimate reciprocal costs for 2010 Budget 
*  Reciprocals down from 2009, particularly in June and Club Cruise Visitors were down in August 

(Lakeshore) and September (Mimico) due to bad weather 
*  2010 total cost $8,429.70 which includes $1,366.00 for Reciprocal Club Cruises 
*  Clubs were slow to send out invitation cards and some not at all but gave us reciprocals 
* Unfortunately, we found out late, DYC was not allowing us a reciprocal 
* Appears there remains a perception that other clubs canôt get a reciprocal at Fifty Point 
 
Officer of the Day: Paul Pelletier 
* Thanks to Les Armstrong for administration 
* 2010 support waned, important to get more members involved 
* If we enjoy cruising to other clubs OOD is an integral part of maintaining relations with clubs 
* We will attempt to host a sign up page on FPYC website for 2011 
 
New Business: 
Constitution Amendments: Paul Charles 

* Proposed by Paul Charles, seconded by Brian Weber, approved by the board 
* Unanimously passed 
* Updated constitution will be on www.fpyc.ca 
 
Reciprocals: Brian Weber 
* Options were outlined 
* Recommendation for 2011 - accept 10 boats per weekend night as reciprocals 
* Motion passed to this effect 
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Marina Security 
Paul Charles 

On November 10 a group of concerned Fifty Point boaters, both FPYC members and not, met with 
Rob Howe, Manager Fifty Point Conservation Area and Bruce MacKenzie, Manager, HCA Customer 
Service & Operations to discuss security issues at the marina.  While the marina and the park are 
essentially very safe places to be there had been a number of incidents this year and people were 
concerned. 
I was asked to attend to represent the board of directors at FPYC. 
The salient points from the meeting are as follows: 
* Since 1987 there has been a security guard on duty during the night all year.  This has now been 

supplemented with a part-time guard earlier in the evening. 
* The compounds are protected by beams which, when crossed, send an alarm to a monitoring 

company who then notify the local security guards. 
* HCA requests that ALL INCIDENTS, no matter how small, be reported to the office. 
* Bruce MacKenzie reported that the park is busier than ever but security problems have not in-

creased. 
* Since 2006 additional fences have been erected where none had existed before. 
* The west pedestrian gate is locked and requires a code to access, however, there are many ille-

gal entrance points all around the park where people can get in. 
* Rob Howe reported, ñWe have a very safe marina but we will be working toward continuing im-
provement.ò 

Your FPYC board strongly urges you to report all incidents to the office and it would be 
best to report in writing so that a record is kept on file. 
A FPYC volunteer has come forward to keep a club database on these incidents also 
so, once you have reported the incident to the office at the marina, we ask that you 
send an e-mail to Michelle Cipro at mpcipro@cogeco.ca .  This will enable the club to 
have accurate records should we need to approach management of the marina in the 
future. 
Please be a part of keeping our friends and our boats safe.  If you have any concerns 
call the office at 905-643-2103 or between 8 P.M. and 8 A.M. call security at 905-973-
4382. 
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www.davidlatchford.com  

Fifty Point  
Not Just A Marina 

When all of our boats are in the water and the sun is shining and 
we are heading out for a day trip or a week of cruising it is hard 
to imagine there is much more to Fifty Point than the marina.  
But a walk through the east end of the park in early November 
will provide the opportunity, if you are very lucky,  to catch sight 
of migrating birds such as this Northern Saw-Whet owl.  We 
usually think of owls as large birds but this one is only about 
seven or eight inches high and can be easily overlooked in the 
trees.  We were fortunate to have a regular bird watcher, or birder as they refer to themselves, point 

out his specimen.  He was tolerant of my snapping his pic-
ture although the backlight and dark brush makes him al-
most invisible. 
The Northern Saw-Whet is carnivorous and will actually 
cache food if the hunting is good.  When they need a meal 
and the voles and mice are not plentiful they will go back 
to the crook of a tree where they stored the groceries and 
sit on the kill to thaw it before enjoying a meal. 
The fall flora at the park is also beautiful and I encourage 
all of you to get out and enjoy the most beautiful of sea-
sons. 

http://www.davidlatchford.com/

