
   

Troy Farncombe of Platypus recently earned his pilotôs li-
cense and his fiancée, Joanna Suan, also his brave first 
passenger, took these photos of Fifty Point early in July. 

scut·tle·butt    1 a: a cask on shipboard to contain fresh water for a day's use b: a drinking fountain on a ship or at a naval or marine installation 
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Scuttlebutt 

Do You Have the Card Yet?  
By the end of this summer you will need an Operatorôs Card to operate a boat with a motor.  The following is 
from http://www.tc.gc.ca/marinesafety/debs/obs/paperwork/paperwork_operatorfaq.htm#a  

ñFor all operators, proof of competency required on board by September 15, 2009.ò 
This clearly means everybody and the police reportedly will start checking this fall. 
 
At this point the card is still relatively easy for an 
experienced boater to obtain but the test, like a 
automobile driverôs test, will get more demanding 
as time goes on. 
 
At Fifty Point we are proud to report that we have 
a young member who recently received his card.  
Milton Chateauvert of Pharminô has been an ac-
tive boater all his life and this was clear when he 
passed a proctored test on July 16th in Guelph. 
He now proudly shows his card to anyone who 
asks.  His Dad, Dave, wonders if Milton, at age 
eleven, is the youngest cardholder in the marina. 
Well done Milton!  We hope youôll be an example 
to others! 

Pulling away from Fifty Point on a clear summerôs day. 

Whatõs in a Name? 
Scuttlebutt is looking for more additions to our ñWhatôs in a Name?ò column.  Your boat name has a history 
and weôd like to hear the story.  Email Paul Charles at pcharles@lara.on.ca and share your story with us.  A 

photo would be great also. 
Names seen on the lake that we have especially enjoyed included ñMomôs Minkò, ñHypodermicò with dinghy 
called ñLittle Tender Behindò, ñRagamuffinò with dinghy called ñTag-a-Ragamuffinò, and ñMarroonedò (a beauti-
ful burgundy coloured sloop). 
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Racing 
Dennis Angle 

Racing this summer is going great.   Sometimes I 
think that it's just an activity that happens before the 
food and drinks and discussion of how great we 
did.  (sort of like golf)   Our barbques have all been 
just fabulous, with different crews helping out with 
cooking and salads and such.  It's a great time to sit 
around the picnic tables and have a great time with 
other members that you might not otherwise cross 
paths.   
 Spartrek has sailed away to a club in Toronto and 
we now are sailing our new Chumu in the cruising 
fleet.  It's a great way for anyone to come out and 
enjoy the fun.  I talked to another sailor on the dock 
this week.  He lamented over the jib on his boat that 
is less than optimum for racing.  Who cares?  I will 
offer my 2 cents on this.  For first time racers, you 
are the limiting factor.  When to tack for the mark, 
how to start, which direction to take, these are bigger 
decisions than how big your jib is.  (as in many things 
in life, tack is better than size). 
 So I'll say it again, come out and enjoy the fun, 
Wednesdays at the West shelter, 5:30 or so. 
See you on the water, 

Dennis  

Officer of the Day  
sailing@cogeco.ca 

There are still a few days left on the schedule so e-mail 
Les Armstrong at the address above or sign up in the 
book in the display case. 
Youôll be happy you did! 
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Larry Hardabura, Dockmaster Extraordinaire!  
A couple of weeks ago I sat down with Larry Hardabura for a chat.  Iôve known Larry for over ten years and just 
now learned his last name.  After all, heôs ñLarry from The Oakville Clubò, everyone knows that. 
But did you know that Larry started at the Oakville Club in 1997 ñto semi-retire and try something differentò 
having retired from a career of over thirty years in social work including stints with Childrenôs Aid and the Pa-
role Board?  Larry graduated from the University of Toronto in the sixties with a degree in social work and spe-
cialized in helping wayward kids. 
Now he has become an icon around the lake with contacts in every yacht club and marina.  He is highly valued 
by the commodore and board at Oakville as he takes care of all issues to do with boats and docks including 
maintenance, scheduling and, of most interest to us, visitors.   
Last year The Oakville Club welcomed 451 boats for 599 nights and thatôs no mean feat for a club that has 74 
boats and only 50 slips of their own!  Other member boats occupy slips along the river that are leased from the 
Town of Oakville and Larry juggles boats and slips with the dexterity and skill of a surgeon.   
With his outgoing personality and warm ways, Larry easily makes friends of the visitors and these friends have 

become his contacts at other marinas.  
So if a member is off on vacation it will 
not be unlikely for Larry to help pave 
the way to a perfect holiday. 
I asked Larry if he had any problem 
visitors.  He replied that with so many 
visitors you will run into the odd one 
who doesnôt want to pay attention to 
the rules.  And the rule most important 
to him harkens back to his earlier ca-
reer.  All children under twelve must 
wear a lifejacket on the dock (they are 
provided).  Larry is not going to have a 
mishap on his watch and he will not 
tolerate breaking of this rule to the 
point where he has actually asked 
boaters to leave the club early due to 
this infraction.  ñBut all in allò, says 

Larry, ñPeople are really good to deal with and we look forward to seeing them each year.ò 
Then the hand-held on the table crackled, ñTHE OAKVILLE CLUB, THE OAKVILLE CLUB, THE OAKVILLE 
CLUB, THIS IS WINDY WAY ON 68ò.  And Larry was off to direct the latest visitor to slip 20. 

Larry Hardabura and FPYC Commodore Paul 
Pelletier at a recent club cruise to Oakville 

Overheard on the VHF early in July:  
Member from The Oakville Club, 
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ber that I have a sixty foot slip in 
Kingston - free - if you need it.  Will 
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slip for you there for two or three 
days, I know you like to stay there a 
while.  Call me the day before you 
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